to marriage; to have now to deprive the fruits of thd marriage, ere yet begotten, of their birthright.
It was inevitable that every year of happy wedlod should strengthen his longing to find at last some indirec means of legitimising his dear mate, whose childr^ loved him so well and were so good to look upon, S^ he contrived to have her created a duchess, and hj tried, with the Princes, his peers, to remove a prejudic: which, in another form, still surrounded him in evet direction. After long years he enjoyed the triumph c seeing his wife received by the German Empress hersell Wilhelm II, the mighty ally on whose consent Fra# Ferdinand's political plans depended, had always bed amiable to Sophie; and though the friendship betwW the two men, who were much of an age, had othe foundations deeper than this, it could never have endure had the Kaiser treated the Duchess with any lack c courtesy. The Archduke had double reason to be grat< ful to the German Kaiser; for Franz Joseph, stiff an unyielding, clung rigidly to his ceremonial in Vienn and at Court made his niece walk behind the leaj important of the ladies of the blood royal.
All the while the Archduke, passionate and defian had no keener ambition than to make his wife Empres his children heirs to the succession. The old gentlema had kept him waiting long enough; but now he v?f< «direr eighty.
For that reason this day and the next were great da} Jbw&. His wife was to follow him to Bosnia, and, a£t< the XVth and XVIth Corps, he was goit her to Sarajevo. There Sophie was to make h< affpeaiance in state, as wife of the future Empero jet tt Jfetfia or Bucharest, but on the soil of the Monar cl itms a surprise which he himself had plann©' fM wto^yesterday he had sought assurance that   tJ J« bee* kept from his enemies in Vienna.
S ^°^ht^ rove restlessly betwe< Us country's. So long as he thin! 20ore Emperor and Empire, renounced in advance the Hapsburg suc> cession for any child whom he should beget of the Bohemian Countess. A tragic moment for a man whom piety, loneliness, and perhaps sentiment too, impelled
